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“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment
before starting to improve the world.”  

Anne Frank

hat happens when a
group of women with

diverse backgrounds, varied
professions, and different
walks of life come together by
way of one common thread?
Plenty of great things.

Throughout history, and in many
different cultures throughout the
world, women have always had a
mutual bond. They understand the
benefit of converging for a common
purpose and contributing to society as
a whole. For centuries, women have
been blazing trails to improve them-
selves, each other, and their communi-
ties by joining forces through their
desire to participate in issues of 
public interest.

The women of Chester County are
no exception. By combining their skills
and interests with their passion for a
cause, women’s societies are making
major contributions throughout the
area. It is often said that the people
behind the scenes are the ones who
really make things happen. Although
we do not often hear about some of
these exceptional organizations, their
numerous achievements are worth
talking about.

Women’s Societies of Chester County
Making Extraordinary Contributions

efforts led to community activism,
from campaigns for child labor laws
to the protection of women from
assault. Meetings changed from Satur-
days to Tuesdays when Saturday
became a school and business holiday.
Yet, the name and undertaking
remained the same.

Just a few of The Saturday Club’s
accomplishments throughout history
include founding the first kindergarten
in Wayne, raising funds for French
orphans during World War I, convert-
ing its Clubhouse into a hospital dur-
ing the 1918 flu epidemic and during
World War II as an emergency Red
Cross hospital.

Recent beneficiaries of the Club’s
efforts include Kids Smiles, the Center
for Literacy, breastcancer.org, White-
Williams Scholars, the Tredyffrin/East-
town Library, Thembanathi, the
Children’s Crisis Treatment Center, the
Center for Autistic Children, and
Mommy’s Light.

A large scale project is the annual
American Girl Fashion Show, now in
its fifth year, which has generated
funds in excess of $400,000 that the
Club bestowed to worthy children’s
charities. This year, the spring Show
benefited the Dragonfly Forest, Inc.,
and The Saturday Club Historic
Preservation Fund. Dragonfly Forest,
in conjunction with The Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia and Temple

THE SATURDAY CLUB –
Women Who Make a 
Difference

Women with a purpose. In short,
that’s how the women of The Saturday 
Club describe themselves. Yet, their
mission, ambition, and accomplish-
ments encompass so much more
depth than can be described in a few 
short words.

Since its inception in 1886, the
Club’s work has focused on commu-
nity outreach and civic issues, specifi-
cally, raising funds to support worthy
charitable organizations on a larger
scale, as well as volunteering time to
improve the lives of women and chil-
dren in the Philadelphia area. Through
the hard work and dedication of its
100 plus members, The Saturday Club
has tenaciously remained true to its
original objective, year after year rais-
ing and donating hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to local hospitals,
libraries, scholarships, and innovative
charities serving children and families
in the region. 

The Club orchestrated its first
meeting 121 years ago with the motto
“dare to be wise,” as the bold, for-
ward thinking women (who were not
even entitled to vote) attempted to
broaden their horizons on topics of lit-
erature, science, art, music, and poli-
tics, as well as the household. Their
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University Children’s Medical Center,
offers children with chronic or life
threatening illnesses the opportunity
to enjoy a free overnight camp experi-
ence in an environment designed to
meet their physical and medical needs
– a place where they can feel like other
children and enjoy a traditional sum-
mer camp experience. Additional
fundraisers are the Club’s well-
attended Cotillion Classes for local
fourth and fifth grade students, and
the Shopping Benefit Charity Day at
Bloomingdale’s.

The Saturday Club also currently
spends its time and energy with com-
munity outreach projects such as
organizing a Halloween party at The
Melmark School in Berwyn, hosting
an American Red Cross blood drive,
collecting toys and holiday gifts for
families involved with Philadelphia
Services to Children, preparing din-
ners for the Salvation Army, and 
making pillowcases for children
undergoing cancer treatment at The
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
just to name a few.

“We are a Club that works,”
explains Marla Neeson, Vice President
of Communications, who joined the
Club after relocating to Wayne from
Center City and having the desire to

continued on next page
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Above:  Through the hard work and dedication of its 100 plus members, The Saturday Club has
tenaciously remained true to its original objective, year after year raising and donating hundreds of
thousands of dollars to local hospitals, libraries, scholarships, and innovative charities serving chil-
dren and families in the region. 

Above:  Established in 1886, The Saturday Club is the oldest women’s club in Pennsylvania. 
Representing the Board of Directors are (seated) Marla Neeson, Jane Frantz, Gail McCarthy, 
Kathy Moore, and Laura Botto; (standing) Mimi Killian, Kim Matranga, Kristin Nevins, and
Lorann Wood.



involve herself with commu-
nity activism. “There is a
strong degree of dedication
and commitment, yet we also
keep it fun. The Club is small
enough where people all
know each other, and we keep
it very friendly,” she says,
adding that the profile of the
members covers a breadth of
geographic territory as well as
professional and personal
lifestyles. “I am constantly
amazed at the dedication,
knowledge, and professional
diversity among the members.
The members are constantly
giving back, learning about
other charitable organiza-
tions, [and] friendly, enthusi-
astic, and welcoming,” says
Marla.

“You really have a good
sense that your time is well
spent,” adds Gail McCarthy,
Vice President of the Ways
and Means Committee. “Bec-
ause everyone’s time is so
compressed, our time here is
valued, well thought out, and
structured. It fills the needs of
women who want to use their
abilities and do something
worthwhile and meaningful.”

Current Club President
Mimi Killian, who orches-
trated the American Girl
Fashion Show and has led
The Saturday Club to raise its
annual philanthropic budget
by over $60,000 over the past
five years, says the Club looks
at deserving organizations
carefully to see very tangibly
what it can do. “This year
when we gave the money to
Dragonfly Forest, we knew
that every $2,500 we gave
would send a child to camp.
Because we have such a depth
of talent, there’s something
for everyone to contribute,”
she says, stressing that every
Club member plays a part in
the extensive projects.

Although many women’s
groups tend to share a com-
mon profession or hobby, The
Saturday Club’s extremely
diverse, eclectic membership
ranges from a variety of pro-
fessionals to homemakers,
each offering her individual
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Above:  Club President Mimi Killian

Below:  At age 90, The Saturday Club’s 
charter member, Mrs. William H. Sayen, 
cuts the cake at the Club’s 63rd birthday in
March of 1949.



talent and time with the common goal
of giving back to the community while
enjoying the camaraderie of friend-
ship, expanding social interests, and
embracing the spirit of the endeavor.  

“Some organizations cry for man-
power,” says Marla. “It’s so easy to
just give a check to something, but
thousands of manpower hours…you
just cannot buy.”

In addition to its philan-
thropic agenda, The Satur-
day Club also hosts several
ladies only, couples, and
family events throughout the
year, providing everyone
with the opportunity to get
to know each other as well
as make new acquaintances.

continued on next page
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An additional fundraising source
is the rental of its historic Clubhouse
in Wayne. With a ballroom, hardwood
floor, and stage, the building is capable
of hosting large parties and elegant
events. The Club has also published a
series of cookbooks, featuring an
array of recipes from some of the
Main Line’s finest restaurants and
culinary professionals, as well as cre-
ative entertaining tips.

Club meetings take place on the
second Tuesday of every month at 
the Clubhouse. Meetings always wel-
come guests and the opportunity for
membership.

Further information about The
Saturday Club and the charities it ben-
efits can be found on its website:
www.saturdayclub.org.

FLYING COLORS – The Art 
of Giving

“I found I could say things
with color and shapes that I
couldn’t say any other way –
things I had no words for.”
Georgia O’Keefe

Every Wednesday afternoon at
Fairview Presbyterian Church in Glen-
moore, a group of extremely dedicated
women join together for a common
cause. Although this may at first
appear to be a typical ladies’ church
meeting, it’s hardly the case. The
group, Flying Colors, consists of
exceptionally talented, professional
women artists who converge their cre-
ative abilities with professional com-
radeship and philanthropy. 

April D’Angelo, a fine artist and
illustrator, Pam McKee, an award win-

Above:  Governing

Board (left to right);

April D'Angelo, 

Maureen Mesher, 

Pam McKee and 

Lin Webber

Right:  Writer, Julia

Krumenacker (right),

interviewing artist

Cheryl Decker-Sauder

who specializes in

amazing reflective

paintings.

Right:  The group, Flying Colors, consists 
of exceptionally talented, professional women
artists who converge their creative abilities
with professional comradeship and 
philanthropy.
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ning artist, and Lin Webber, a local
artist whose work has been exhibited
at numerous shows as well as the Mar-
itime Gallery at Mystic Seaport,
founded Flying Colors in 1996. With a
focus of mutual artistic support and
professional development, the 20-
member group gathers weekly to paint
together, share trade information
about supplies, exhibits, techniques,
and marketing, as well as critique each
other’s work. Occasionally, they will
hire a local artist to demonstrate 
and lead a workshop. They have even
orchestrated painting trips to Scotland,
France, Italy, and Cape Cod, as well as
trips to museums and art shows for inspi-
ration and personal growth.

Yet, it’s not all about the art. And
it’s certainly not all about the artists
themselves. Flying Colors faithfully
works to support other charitable
organizations, using its artwork as a
vehicle for philanthropy. Flying Colors
was already involved with the Pennsyl-
vania Breast Cancer Coalition (PBCC)
when one of its members was stricken
with breast cancer and forced to
undergo a bilateral mastectomy. Using
its annual art show as a vehicle for
raising funds, Flying Colors donates
the proceeds of the admission fee, as well
as all donations accepted throughout
the weekend of the exhibit to the
PBCC. Furthermore, each member
donates an original painting, and, if
sold, 100% of the proceeds are for-
warded to PBCC. The total contribu-
tion over the past five years has been
more than $11,000. “We take a pro-
fessional approach to our work and
our club,” explains Lin, “But it’s also
about what else we can contribute.”

The annual art show, held at the
Montgomery School in Chester
Springs, is the culmination of each
member’s extremely diverse and

impressive work. Through the expert
use of watercolors, pastels, and oils,
their stunning paintings range from
subjects such as the beautiful land-
scapes of Chester County, still-life
botanicals, illustrative children’s por-
traits, to sights and architecture from
around the world.

Flying Colors member Dorothy
Muccilli, a self-taught artist whose
works are represented in several local
shows and galleries, is the founder and
CEO of Healing Art Works. This non-
profit organization brings works of
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original art to patient rooms at hospi-
tals and medical centers in an effort to
facilitate emotional and physical 
healing. Several of Dorothy’s paintings
grace the walls of the Penn State 
Milton S. Hershey Medical Center in
Hershey, PA, along with a diverse 
collection of over 42 donated works 
of art.

Each year, several members of Fly-
ing Colors are invited to participate 
in the Devon Horse Show gallery, 
the Immaculata College Art Show, and

the Yellow Springs Art Show, all 
held for the benefit of their respective
institutions.  

Members of Flying Colors were
able to experience the true strength
and spirit of their group over five
years ago when member Lin Webber’s
daughter, Kelley Stanford (also a mem-
ber), was faced with kidney disease
and in need of a transplant. It was
Michael McKee, accomplished artist
and son of member Pam McKee, who
donated one of his kidneys to Kelley.

Although exhibit space limits
them to a 20-person membership, this
small club is clearly capable of very
big things. All with unique, creative
styles and subject matter, the women
of Flying Colors are serious, gifted
artists who connect not only through
their work, but through the spirit of
extending their talents to support oth-
ers. The depth of their desire to inspire
and support each other, as well as their
community, is, like their art, some-
thing that words cannot describe.

related links:
www.healingartworks.org

www.cheryldecker-sauder.com
www.artbyapril.com
www.enphillips.com

DAUGHTERS OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION –
Preserving the American Spirit

Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR), is a volunteer women’s
service organization dedicated to the
preservation of American history
through patriotism and education.
Headquartered in Washington, D.C.,
DAR is one of the most inclusive
genealogical societies in the country,
with 168,000 members and 3,000
chapters across the United States. The
society consists of women who have
direct lineal descent from a patriot of
the American Revolution. Some
women actually work for decades,
meticulously researching and estab-
lishing their family lineage in an effort
to identify their patriot ancestor(s).

Founded in 1890 with the motto,
“God, Home, Country,” DAR’s mem-
bers have dedicated themselves to his-
torical preservation, promotion of
education, and encouragement of
patriotic endeavors. Since inception,
its objective has been to perpetuate the
memory and spirit of the men and
women who achieved American inde-
pendence. This is accomplished by the
acquisition and protection of histori-
cal places, the erection of monuments,
and the preservation of important his-
torical research in connection with the
patriots of the Revolution.

The Chester County Chapter of
DAR, led by current Regent Nancy Jarvis
of Downingtown, tenaciously honors the
spirit and mission of the national organi-
zation. Its 117 members diligently work
to mark historical buildings and graves

SERVING THE MAIN LINE SINCE 1946

Chestnut Village Shoppes  | 36 Chestnut Road    | Paoli, PA  19301

610-644-5347    | www.wjcookjeweler.com
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throughout Chester County, and endorse
education for children.

Founded by Mrs. Abner Hoopes,
a West Chester resident and state sen-
ator’s daughter, the Chester County
Chapter of DAR began in 1894 with
12 members and a balance on hand of
$1.25. Throughout the past 113 
years, the devoted membership has
formed over 30 active committees 
in Chester County, all of which work
to support the national organization.
“The national agenda is so large,”
explains Nancy, “the active members
have plenty of work to keep up with
its mission.”  

In doing so, the Chester County
Chapter of DAR recognizes children
for their knowledge of history by
sponsoring the Good Citizen’s Award
for Chester County high school sen-
iors and History Essay Awards for
Chester County students in fifth
through eighth grades. Monetary
awards are issued to the winning
essays, which are also sent to state
competitions. Emphasis is placed on
Constitution Week in September, with
posters placed in schools and libraries,
in addition to noted speakers and 
special programs. The Chapter supports
and funds several projects to help Native
Americans. It also contributes, through
fund raising and member contributions,
to the National Society’s efforts to
improve facilities in schools throughout
the country for underprivileged students.  

Above:  The Chester County Chapter of DAR tenaciously honors the spirit and mission of the
national organization. Its 117 members diligently work to mark historical buildings and graves
throughout Chester County, and endorse education for children. Representing the Chester County
Chapter are Mrs. Marian Stoner, Mrs. Barbara Wheeler, Mrs. Jean Hessinger, Mrs. Mary Walters,
Mrs. Nancy Jarvis, Mrs. Marianne Canonica and Mrs. Helen Carr.

continued on next page
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The Chester County Chapter of
DAR has marked historic locations, such
as Point Lookout, Uwchlan Friends
Meeting House, Upper Octorara United
Presbyterian Church, and the graves of
Revolutionary soldiers and DAR mem-
bers, to name a few. It has established
historical monuments at Brandywine
Battlefield and Valley Forge, as well as
the Paoli Massacre Memorial, and the
War Memorial Monument at West
Chester Borough Hall, among several
others throughout Chester County.

Other projects include hosting
holiday parties and special events to
support veteran patriots at the
Coatesville Veterans Hospital, encour-
aging United States resident aliens to
achieve citizenship, and attending nat-
uralization ceremonies where it pro-
vides all new members with DAR
manuals for citizenship.

The Chester County Chapter also
works to support the National Soci-
ety’s plan to preserve its headquarters
in Washington, D.C. Its historic land-

mark buildings, which encompass an
entire downtown block across from
the White House Ellipse, are home to
the nation’s premier genealogy
libraries, American art, Washington’s
largest concert hall, a vast collection
of early American manuscripts, and an
impressive museum of American
period rooms and rotating historical
exhibits.

With a very diversified, yet com-
mitted membership, the Chester
County Chapter of DAR conscien-
tiously works to foster patriotism and
maintain the institutions of American
freedom. Its critical and extensive
efforts are a truly impressive example
of historical excellence.

related links:
www.dar.org

www.ccdar.org

Although many of these women
do not have the visibility or prestige of
those who have made famous contri-
butions to society, they certainly
deserve recognition. They are the
quiet, unrecognized heroes in our
community. They exemplify dedica-
tion, commitment, and the desire to
serve others through social investment
and active involvement. They may not
be famous or well known, but they are
a perfect reminder that there is good in
the world.  •

Above:  The Chester County Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution is led
by Regent Nancy Jarvis of Downingtown.
Headquartered in Washington, D.C., DAR is
one of the most inclusive genealogical societies
in the country, with 168,000 members and
3,000 chapters across the United States.

Premier Dentistry

Have you ever wished that going to the 
dentist could be an enjoyable experience? If you 
would like to experience dentistry in a unique 
environment where exceptional care is always 
provided then Premier Dentistry is for you.

After practicing dentistry on Philadelphia’s Main Line since 
1998, Dr. Daniel M. Casel and his team opened Premier 
Dentistry in March of 2006 in West Chester. What makes 
this office special is not just the relaxing environment, but 
the care that you are provided.

We always strive to provide you with exceptional dental 
care while making sure your visit with us is as comfortable 
as it can possibly be. Please see our website for more 
information and remember, consultations are always free 
of charge.

• Cosmetic and Restorative Dentistry
• Zoom Advanced Power Whitening – in-office teeth whitening in

just one visit
• Invisalign orthodontics – the clear way to straighten teeth
• Brand new state-of-the-art facility
• Massaging dental chairs, flat screen televisions, iPods, and XM

satellite radio available
• Conveniently located at the intersection of Paoli Pike and Boot Road

in West Chester
• New patients and emergencies always welcome
• Evening and Saturday hours available

Premier Dentistry
Daniel M. Casel, D.M.D.

Goshen Village • 1544 Paoli Pike • West Chester, PA 19380
610-696-7066 • www.drcasel.com

Dr. Daniel M. Casel

Where Our Goal is to Make You Want to Smile


